BIRTH AND  BABYHOOD                  ai
and an altar containing the fire is made. The child is bathed
and dressed in silk, and the mother taking him on her lap sits
near the altar.
The presiding priest or Acarya takes some water in his
right hand, in such a way that it lies at the base of the second
and third fingers, and says solemnly: c I perform the ceremony
of cutting the hair, in order that the child may be free from the
impurities contracted in the womb, and, being loved by God,
may have a happy and a long life '.
Then follows the worship of Ganapati (or Gane^a), that the
whole ceremony may pass off auspiciously without any
obstacle. The Elephant-headed son of Siva, who would, be
up to mischief unless he were first placated, is worshipped by
the offering of flowers, fruit, lights, and the five nectars, in the
regular eightfold worship which we shall study later. Next
comes the recital by four Brahmans (who may be married or
unmarried, but must on no account be widowers) of four
passages from as many Vedas of five verses of Blessing. All
four priests then sprinkle the child with holy water, which has
been sanctified by first putting mango and aioka leaves in it,
and afterwards reciting mantras over it; the jug containing the
water has also had a red cotton thread tied on its handle, and
an areca-nut, a pice, and a few grains of rice placed in it.
The fifteen mother-goddesses, together with Ganapati, are
now-represented by sixteen heaps of rice, on which are placed
a pice and an areca-nut. Seven more goddesses are shown by
seven lines of clarified butter, and then a Mahgala Sraddha
takes place.
As a rule, a Sraddha is an inauspicious ceremony performed
after a death, but at this time only an auspicious sacrifice to
the ancestors is intended, so none of the Brahmans change the
position of their sacred thread,1 and their hands are held with
the palms downwards, not upwards* The names of the father^
1 The student can always see at once whether the cerfemony he is
witnessing be auspicious or inauspicious by noticing the position of the
thread